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2 OVERVIEW 

Every child is entitled to a level of health that permits maximum utilization of educational opportunities. The 
Duval County School District works cooperatively with the Florida Department of Health in Duval County (DOH) 
to enforce and adhere to public health and welfare statutes and regulations. Procedures are established for 
prevention, control, and containment of infectious diseases to ensure that both the rights of the individual and 
concerns of the community are addressed.  
 
The DOH is charged with detecting disease, treating cases, and preventing the spread of disease to new contacts. 
The communicable disease program relies heavily upon immunization for preventable disease and the 
epidemiological process for detection and control of disease. The epidemiological process includes monitoring 
and surveillance activities, investigation of cases, determination of causative factors and possible modes of 
transmission, identification of contacts, and the institution of measures to prevent the spread of infection. The 
DOH coordinates this process in all cases of a public health hazard, including activities of other agencies involved 
in some aspect of public health. 
 
Procedures for the control of the spread of communicable diseases that have not spread to the level of becoming 
an epidemic or pandemic, to include transmission during an endemic, can be found in the Duval County School 
Health Services Manual.  An endemic exists when there is a constant presence and/or unusual prevalence of a 
disease or infectious agent in a population within a geographical area.  The determination of an endemic is made 
by the Florida Department of Health and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Pursuant to School Board Policy 5.64, Control of Communicable Diseases During an Epidemic or Pandemic, these 
administrative procedures shall be implemented during an epidemic or pandemic affecting the health of students, 
parents/guardians, visitors, vendors/contractors, and employees of the District.  

2.1 DEFINITIONS (SOURCE: U.S. CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION) 
 

• Epidemic: An increase, often sudden, in the number of cases of a disease above what is normally expected 
in that population in that area. 

- The local county health department reports to the regional or state epidemiology team. The Florida 
Department of Health at the state level and U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
determine an epidemic. 

• Pandemic: An epidemic that has spread over several countries or continents, usually affecting a large 
number of people.  

- The World Health Organization is responsible for declaring a pandemic. They work in partnership 
with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Institutes of Health and other 
agencies. 

3 SAFETY PROTOCOLS TO PREVENT SPREAD 

The district shall implement administrative procedures, developed in consultation with members of an advisory 
team, to address the spread of communicable diseases that have risen to the level of an epidemic or pandemic.  
The team shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

a) Public health experts. If public health experts are available, at a minimum, the Superintendent shall consult 
with a member from the Florida Department of Health (Duval) to provide appropriate data updates; 
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b) Medical professional (or professionals) that specializes in the communicable disease at issue, a closely 
related field, and/or pediatrics; 

c) Representative from the District Advisory Council and/or DCCPTA; 
d) Chief/CEO of a local hospital (if warranted). 

The implementation and/or removal of mitigation measures may be based upon defined data points based on the 
specific communicable disease. 

3.1 GENERAL PROCEDURES FOR ONSET OF PANDEMIC/EPIDEMIC 
In preparation of a pandemic entering the United States and potentially impacting the school community, the 
district shall make the following preparations: 

• Create a stockpile of gloves, masks, soap, hand sanitizer, appropriate cleaning supplies, and other 
applicable personal protective equipment (PPE) or supplies. 

• Develop an enhanced cleaning schedule 
• Create posters and flyers to promote respiratory etiquette and hand hygiene 
• Provide school staff with information on identifying symptoms of the communicable disease 
• Provide educational information to students, employees and families regarding the communicable disease 
• Isolation rooms shall be identified in each school for students exhibiting symptoms of the communicable 

disease 
• Encourage students and staff to stay home if exhibiting any symptoms of the communicable disease 

3.2 THRESHOLD MATRIX FOR MITIGATING STRATEGIES IMPLEMENTATION 
When consulting with the advisory team, the superintendent shall have authority to implement appropriate 
mitigating strategies based on the type of communicable disease. Thresholds determine the severity of the 
extreme health risk and the level of mitigation required.  

The district will receive community transmission data from the Florida Department of Health – Duval and/or the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Transmission thresholds and data points to monitor for specific 
communicable diseases will be provided by FDOH-Duval.  Monitored data is subject to change due to 
transmissibility of the specific communicable disease at the time of the pandemic/epidemic. Where multiple data 
points are being monitored, district action will be taken based on the factor with the higher transmission level if 
factors being monitored are in differing levels. 

3.3 GENERAL PROCEDURES MATRIX FOR ONSET OF PANDEMIC/EPIDEMIC 
Acknowledgement that some spread may be such that it is strongly recommended by authoritative agencies to 
the extent there is agreement that immediate mitigation must be implemented. The superintendent shall 
implement such measures during forty-five (45) school days after which the mitigating measures will be presented 
and evaluated by the board for continued use. 

Mitigating Measure* Low Moderate Substantial High 
Voluntary home isolation of ill persons  
(staying home when ill) 

X X X X 

Respiratory Etiquette (covering coughs and sneezes) X X X X 
Hand Hygiene X X X X 
Routine cleaning of frequently touched surfaces and 
objects in the classroom and school 

X X X X 

Social distancing when feasible X X X X 
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Mitigating Measure* Low Moderate Substantial High 
Application of anti-microbial protectant spray on high 
touch surfaces 

X X X X 

Adhering to quarantine and isolation protocols per the 
Florida Department of Health for identified close 
contacts and positive cases 

X X X X 

Temporary, preemptive, coordinated dismissals of 
classrooms or schools 

 X X X 

Required use of face coverings while inside a district 
school, administrative facility, while participating in a 
school related activity or while on district-approved 
transportation* 

 X X X 

Mass gathering modifications, postponements, or 
cancellations* 

 X X X 

Suspend or cancel nonessential travel by students, staff, 
and faculty* 

 X X X 

 

*Control measures vary for communicable diseases. The mitigation measures above may be excluded or expanded 
based on recommendations from the CDC, DOH or other authoritative health agencies. All implemented 
measures will comply with governing court orders, and federal, state or local laws effective during the time of the 
epidemic/pandemic. 

**Movement from one level up to a higher level will be based on a 7-day rolling average.  Movement from one 
level down to a lower lever will be based on a 14-day rolling average.    

4 PROCEDURES TO REPORT COMMUNICABLE DISEASE SPREAD 

Reporting and controlling infectious diseases suspected or detected within the school community will be 
accomplished as follows: 
 

• Diseases of public health significance must be reported by the person who attends to a student infected 
with these diseases or suspected diseases. 

• Any student with symptoms of a communicable disease or condition should be excluded from school until 
symptoms are no longer present, or approval for return has been granted by the student’s health care 
provider, the school nurse, the principal, DOH, or the State Office of Epidemiology.  The principal will not 
permit a student to enter the school who is out of compliance with the current required immunization 
schedule, unless exempt for medical reasons, religious beliefs, or the student has a temporary 30-day 
exemption. 

• DOH may have access to any establishment and records of any establishment in the discharge of its official 
duties in accordance with the law. 

• If a need occurs to send letters to the parent/guardian about a serious, suspected or diagnosed infectious 
disease, the letter should be initiated by a DOH school nurse and then reviewed by the DCPS Director of 
School Health Services and school principal. 

• When it has been determined by DOH that a classroom or school is not at risk, it is not necessary to inform 
all parents/guardians when a few cases of an infectious disease occur.  The parent/guardian of the 
affected child will be notified.  
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• If a class has three (3) or more students with a diagnosed or suspected infectious or communicable disease 
or condition, the principal, in consultation with the DOH school nurse and the DCPS Director of School 
Health Services, may decide to notify all parents/guardians of the disease outbreak.  

• During an epidemic or pandemic, DOH will notify the parent/guardian if their child has been identified as 
a close contact to the person that tested positive for the communicable disease. 

• If a school administrator has any questions concerning an infectious disease or condition, the DOH School 
Health office (904-253-1580) and/or DOH Epidemiology office (904-253- 1850) should be contacted. 

 

4.1 REPORTING PROCEDURES 
The DOH school nurse will be viewed as the resource for communicable diseases and conditions in the school. 
The DOH school nurse will follow the school health manual and can give general information and assist in 
decision-making when communicable diseases and conditions are suspected. Any guidance outside of the manual 
will come from DOH-Duval EPI. The DOH school nurse and/or health room designee must guard against being 
placed in the position of making a medical diagnosis. The DOH school nurse may also be asked to gather 
information concerning the suspected communicable disease. 
 
The procedure outlined below should be followed when verifying or reporting a suspected 
communicable disease case: 
 

• Contact the DOH school nurse. The DOH school nurse or health room designee should obtain as much 
information concerning the situation if available: 

- Name 
- Address 
- Phone 
- Birth date  
- Parent/Guardian name(s) 
- Days of attendance at school 
- Immunization dates (if pertinent) 
- Hospital and physician name (if available) 
- Diagnostic Tests performed 
- Source of information 

• Contact the DOH Epidemiology office at 904-253-1850 and relay the information obtained. 

Refer to Attachment E-I in the DCPS School Health Services Manual for a list of reportable diseases/conditions 
in Florida. These diseases have the potential to cause a negative impact on public health and must be reported to 
DOH when suspected or diagnosed. 

4.2 PROCEDURES FOR NOTIFYING PARENT/GUARDIAN 
It is the desire of the District to continue student attendance unless the student is exhibiting symptoms of a 
communicable disease that is applicable to the current epidemic or pandemic. It shall be the responsibility of the 
principal or the principal’s designees to notify the parent/guardian of symptoms displayed by the student and 
exclude the student based on guidance received by DOH for the current epidemic or pandemic.  Once a positive 
case has been confirmed, DOH shall conduct an epidemiological case investigation to determine close contacts 
of the student that tested positive for the communicable disease. DOH shall provide written guidance and contact 
the parent/guardian of impacted students directly with information regarding the need to quarantine or isolate 
and return to school guidance if applicable. 
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5 PROCEDURES TO REPORT EXPOSURE OF DISTRICT MEMBER 

If a district member tests positive during an epidemic or pandemic, the district member shall immediately report 
their positive test results to their direct supervisor. The direct supervisor will report that information to the 
Director of School Health Services who will then report that information to DOH Duval. DOH will conduct an 
epidemiological case investigation to determine close contacts. 

5.1 PROCEDURES FOR NOTIFYING OTHER DISTRICT MEMBERS OF POSSIBLE EXPOSURE 
During an epidemic or pandemic, DOH shall conduct an epidemiological case investigation to determine close 
contacts of the person that tested positive for the communicable disease. DOH shall provide written guidance 
and contact impacted employees directly with information regarding the need to quarantine or isolate, 
information specific to disease, signs and symptoms they should be monitoring for, and information when 
appropriate to return to work.  

6 PROCEDURES TO PROVIDE INSTRUCTION ON MITIGATION TO DISTRICT 

MEMBERS 

6.1 PROCEDURES TO PROVIDE INSTRUCTION TO DISTRICT MEMBERS 
During an epidemic or pandemic, the DOH and CDC shall provide recommendations regarding mitigation 
strategies in the workplace specific to the communicable disease. The superintendent shall communicate 
mitigating strategies with district employees via the following communication channels as deemed appropriate: 

• District webpage 
• District all staff email 
• District and building phone trees 
• Local media partners (radio and TV announcements) 

7 PROCEDURES FOR TRANSPARENCY AND DATA REPORTING 

7.1 PROCEDURES FOR DATA REPORTING 
During an epidemic or pandemic, the district shall report daily and or weekly data of the communicable disease 
impacting the school community. The specific data points will be based on parameters including clinical severity 
and transmissibility monitored by the DOH.  Data from DOH and CDC may also be shared as appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

REMAINDER OF THE PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY 

 



Low Moderate Substantial High 

New cases per 100,000 persons in 

the past 7 days 
<10 10-49.99 50-99.99  ≥100 

Percentage of positive NAATs tests 

during the past 7 days 
<5% 5-7.99% 8-9.99%  ≥10.0% 
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APPENDIX 

 

Threshold Matrix for Mitigating Strategies Implementation for COVID-19 

 

 

Mitigation Measures Implemented for COVID-19 

Mitigating Measure Low Moderate Substantial High 
Voluntary home isolation of ill persons  
(staying home when ill) 

X X X X 

Respiratory Etiquette (covering coughs and sneezes) X X X X 
Hand Hygiene X X X X 
Routine cleaning of frequently touched surfaces and 
objects in the classroom and school 

X X X X 

Social distancing when feasible X X X X 
Application of anti-microbial protectant spray on high 
touch surfaces 

X X X X 

Adhering to quarantine and isolation protocols per the 
Florida Department of Health for identified close 
contacts and positive cases 

X X X X 

Temporary, preemptive, coordinated dismissals of 
classrooms or schools 

 X X X 

Required use of face coverings while inside a district 
school, administrative facility, while participating in a 
school related activity or while on district-approved 
transportation 

  X X 

Mass gathering modifications, postponements, or 
cancellations 

 X X X 

Suspend or cancel nonessential travel by students, staff, 
and faculty 

 X X X 

 

Control measures vary for communicable diseases. The mitigation measures above may be excluded or expanded 
based on recommendations from the CDC, DOH or other authoritative health agencies. All implemented 
measures will comply with governing court orders, and federal, state or local laws effective during the time of the 
epidemic/pandemic. 

 

Movement from one level up to a higher level is based on a 7-day rolling average. Movement from one level down 
to a lower lever is based on a 14-day rolling average.    
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